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ÒSCIENCE CHEERLEADERÓ AND POP WARNER OFFICIALLY BREAK WORLD 

RECORD FOR LARGEST CHEER  
Former NFL and NBA cheerleaders led 1,278 Pop Warner youth cheerleaders to break the record 
 
 
LANGHORNE, Penn.  (Dec. 5, 2011) Ð Guinness World Record™ officially notified Science 
Cheerleader and Pop Warner today that they broke the “World’s Largest Cheering Team” record. 
The Pop Warner cheerleaders involved were notified today during the 2011 Pop Warner National 
Cheer & Dance Championships at ESPN’s Wide World of Sports in Orlando, Florida. 
 
The official record for “the greatest number of cheerleaders simultaneously performing a cheer at 
a single venue” was achieved by 1,278 cheerleaders that are members of the Science Cheerleader 
organization and Pop Warner cheer teams.  The record was broken at the Pop Warner Eastern 
Regional Cheer Championships at the Sun National Bank Arena in Trenton, New Jersey, on 
November 12, 2011. 
 
The previous Guinness World Record™ was set in China during the 2008 Olympics with a cheer 
team of 1,200 people. 
 
“We are very proud of the great job our Eastern Region Pop Warner cheerleaders, coaches and 
volunteers did to break this record,” said Mary FitzGerald, Chief Operating Officer, Pop Warner 
Little Scholars. “Being part of an official Guinness world record is something these girls will 
remember for the rest of their lives along with the positive experiences they have learned as Pop 
Warner cheerleaders.” 
 
“One of our goals at Science Cheerleader is to show kids that they can have fun cheering and 
dancing and still pursue fulfilling careers in science and technology at the same time,” said 
Darlene Cavalier, Founder of Science Cheerleader.  “At this World Record-breaking event, more 
than 1,200 youngsters were led by former pro cheerleaders who now work in varying science 
fields.  What a great way to learn how to set a goal and work towards it!” 
 
Science Cheerleader members are current and former professional cheerleaders for the NBA, NFL 
and UFL who are also pursuing careers in science and technology. The organization’s mission is 
to challenge science and cheerleading stereotypes and inspire the nation’s 3-4 million cheerleaders 
to consider a career in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM).  SciStarter.com, 
Science Cheerleader’s sister site, connects millions of “regular” people to hundreds of 
opportunities to do real research as Citizen Scientists. 
 
Pop Warner Little Scholars, the nation’s largest and oldest youth football, cheer and dance 
organization, is the only youth sports organization that requires scholastic aptitude in order to 
participate. Pop Warner is committed to developing its young scholar athletes both on and off the 
field and annually awards its participants over $110,000 in total scholarships. 
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Stats on the World Record  

o 1,278 cheerleaders from Delaware, Maryland, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and 
Washington D.C., ranging in age from 5-16  

o For photos and videos of the World Record effort, see 
http://www.sciencecheerleader.com/2011/12/video-of-guinness-world-record-cheer-for-
science/  

o Led by local Science Cheerleaders including Erin Donnelly (former St. Louis Rams 
cheerleader working on her PhD), Allison Grosso (former Philadelphia Eagles cheerleader-
turned-biochemist) and Sammi Jo Cooper (former Baltimore Ravens cheerleader who now 
teaches 8th grade science) 

o The cheer was choreographed by 2011 Ms. United States Laura Eilers and Pop Warner 
National Cheer and Dance Commissioner Lisa Moroski 

o Location: Sun National Bank Center, Trenton, NJ during the Pop Warner Eastern Regional 
Cheer Championships 

o Date: Saturday, November 12, 2011 
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About ScienceCheerleader.com 
Founded by Darlene Cavalier, former Philadelphia 76ers cheerleader-turned-science advocate, 
Science Cheerleader works with more than 100 current and former NFL and NBA cheerleaders. 
They playfully challenge stereotypes, inspire kids to consider careers in science and technology, 
and encourage everyday people to get involved in real science activities through citizen science 
projects at SciStarter.com.  Cavalier and her efforts with both organizations are featured in the 
December, 2011 issue of Discover Magazine.  Learn more at www.sciencecheerleader.com and 
www.scistarter.com.    
 
About Pop Warner Little Scholars, Inc. 
Founded in 1929 and headquartered in Langhorne, PA, Pop Warner Little Scholars is the world’s 
largest youth football, cheerleading and dance organization and the only youth sports organization 
that emphasizes academics as a prerequisite for participation. Currently there are over 400,000 
children in Pop Warner organizations in 43 states, Scotland, Germany, Russia, Japan and Mexico. 
The NFLPA estimates that 70% of all current NFL Players got their start in Pop Warner programs. 
For more information on Pop Warner and its programs visit www.popwarner.com or follow Pop 
Warner on Twitter at http://twitter.com/Pop_Warner.  
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